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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The intersection of Westminster's Ralph and East Main
Streets has remained unchanged for about 100 years. Sitting on the
northeast corner of this intersection, number 229 possesses a calm,
simple facade. The house has a typical, if slightly cleaner, plan -
2 stories tall, 5 bays wide, and L-shape. All this rests on a low
fieldstone foundation, recently covered with cement. Above, the
south front (facing Main Street) is laid in stretcher bond under a
denticulated cornice with broad architrave, all of which is under a
sheet-metal covered roof. The five regularly-placed windows on the
second story are too close to the architrave to have any arch treat-
ment. They have 6 over 6 double-hung sashes, simple enframement,
and are flanked by black louvered shutters. The western 2 ground
floor windows are also regularly placed; the entrance door is the
central bay; there is a double window to the east. An examination of
the brick work around these double windows reveals later work. Win-
dows are all treated as above, except that they have 3 course gauged
flat arches.

As noted, the 4 panel wooden entrance door is the center
bay; it is one of the house's main assets with its finely molded
cornice with crisp dentils, and a wide single light transom.

The west side of the house stretches along Ralph Street in
2 sections. The southern section is the western gable-ended wall of
the Main Street section; to the north is the flat-roofed ell. A cor-
belled chimney, flush with the wall, rises at the gable's peak.
Flanking the chimney, under the gable, 2 small 4/4 windows light the
attic. There are 2 windows on each floor of the facade placed at the
extreme north and south ends; they are vertically aligned and identical
with those already discussed, except the northern most ground floor
window, which is double, and which resembles Main Street's double win-
dow. The northerly section of these double windows is probably original;
it is aligned with the second story's, and has an arch identical to those
over the other original windows, whereas the southerly one has smaller,
square bricks in its arch. Two 4/4 casement windows are placed towards
the rear of the flat-roofed section. The gabled roof has only folded
over tin as trim where it meets the wall; the flat roofed section has a
metal gutter.

It is easy to see how the original L-shape was squared off in
the early 20th century on the north side. The original gable roofed
section still has one vertically aligned window per floor (6/6 on the
second story, 3/3 on the ground floor), and with a small 4 light attic
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SPECIFIC DATES . 1870 BUILDER/ARCHITECT John Bernstein

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of 229 East Main Street is architectural; the
building is both valid and valuable because of its own intrinsic features,
and as a piece of the city-scope.

Early documentation is sketchy, at best. In 1869 (Deed 38/5)
one John Bernstein bought the lot (one half of lot 16 of the original town)
for $450. The 1887 City Directory lists Bernstein as having his "house
and shop," at 229 East Main. Perhaps the present Main Street double win-
dows were originally a door to this "shop"; if so, it could indicate that
the house was built by Bernstein or by another shopkeeper. It could be
that originally a "standard" 6/6 window was there, but that doesn't ex-
plain why it would have been replaced. Further, the floor plan (with 2
rooms to the west, a closeted center stair north of a small entrance hall,
and a large east room) would indicate that perhaps a shop could have been
present.

Regardless of whether we call it the "Bernstein House", or not,
the place is important to Westminster in that it is a relatively unchanged
example of how the traditional Mid-Atlantic farmhouse could be adapted in-
to an urban home-cum-business. Such a development, of course, should not
be exaggerated, as there are scores of examples of twin-entrance farmhouses
in this section of Maryland, as well as in south central Pennsylvania. If
nothing else, using the eastern section of the ground floor as a shop indi-
cates the adaptability of a classic form.

This "classic form" is a vital presence at this intersection as
a reminder of "sense of place", as the other corners have a Second Empire
Building and a small East-lake structure on them, and both styles are not
indigenous to the Westminster area.

NOTE: The present owner, Jenkins-Roth Alpha Associates (by virtue of deed
626/109, dated May 10, 1976) has hired Jewel Downing to design the northern
extension which, although it will leave the Main Street section in tact, will
dwarf it and will violate the present floor levels.
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Book L, page 472.
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window. All this is to the east of the central, flush corbelled chimney
which rises at the gable's peak. The once-open section of the L (facing
northeast) has been filled in and clapboarded over; it once had a 2-tier
flat-roofed porch running its entire length which was torn off in September
1976, in preparation for a planned extension, which is scheduled to cover
the entire wall and extend to the north. The to-be-covered clapboard
section has random bay placement; a door and two 6/6 windows to its west

on the second story, and two 6/6 windows between 2 doors on the ground floor.
Doors all have 4 panels (with the upper panels being narrow glass sheets).
The entire eastern front is blind, 2 feet from the neighboring building.
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